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A true STATE of the Cask in reſpect 


to the late DisevTzs in the 
Pariſh of St. Leonard's, Shore- 
ditch, concerning the POO R g 


RATE 8, Kc. 


— 


St. Leonard's, Shoreditch, concern- 
ing the Poor's Rates, and the 


Diſtreſſes that have been made on ſeveral f 
the Inhabitants, for the Non- payment there- | 
of; and the Proceedings that have been 


had thereon, having made a great Noiſe in 


the Neighbourhood, it may not be unne- 
ceſſary to lay the genuine State of the Caſe 


bor m a true Judgment of the real Merits of it. 


BE 


— 


A E late Diſputes in the Pariſh-of 


— 


[2] 


The Pariſh being large, is ſeparated into , 
three Diviſions, in which are fix Overſeers 


of the Poor, two to each Diviſion : And there 


are moreover two Churchwardens : And 
when an Over-rate to the Poor hath been 
made, there have uſually been added one 
Sideſman to each Diviſion to collect "the 


ſame. 


It hath been cuſtomary i in the ſaid Pariſh 
to make what they call Diſcretionary Rates 


for the Relief of the Poor ; but theſe have 
been ſo extremely partial, and unequal, that 


many Attempts have been made to procure « a” 


Pound Rate in lieu thereof : But the great 
Number of Inhabitants Who keep Shops, 


and publick Houſes, and Poſſeſſors of Lands, 


Whoſe Rents and Eſtates are large, and pay 
but little to theſe diſcretionary Rates i in pro- 


portion to what they would do, if a fair 


Pound Rate was to be made, have hitherto 
by mere Dint of Numbers prevailed i in fa. 


vour of the diſcretionary Ones. 


No Over- rates had been made for ſeveral 


Year before 1739, whea there was one 
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then made for fix . Months, In 1740 an- 
other was made for ten Months. In 1741 


another for the whole Vear. And in 1742 
another for nine Months. Theſe four Over- 


rates amounted to about 3000 /. excluſive 


of the ſtanding Rates: An Over: rate far 


ſix Months, being juſt as much as a ſtand- 


ing Rate for that Time. 


Theſe Over - rates coming ſo B : 
.and being withal ſo very burthenſom, ſe- 


veral of the Inhabitants in April 1743, ap- 


pealed not only againſt the Over- rate for 


1742, but againſt the ſtanding Rates too, ; 


as being both unjuſt and unequal. 


On an Hearing at Hicks's Hall, the Ap- 


pellants were ordered to be relieved as to 


themſelves, but no farther, the Appeal [ 
coming in ſo late: But the Chairman, (Mr. 
Lane) admoniſhed the Officers to make no 
ſuch Rates for the future, and aſked them 


4 how they could judge of the real Abilities of 
any Man. | 


Soon after this, two quarterly Rates were 
mon, x viz. from Lady Day to W e 
B 2. and 


Wi 


[43 


— and fro m Midſummer to Michaelmas 1743: 1 


But theſe being made in Defiance of the 


Recommendation of the Court, in the ſame 


Model as thoſe before, and being ſo very 
partial and unequal, Mr. C==nd—r him- 
ſelf (one of the Juſtices of the Peace reſiding 
in the Pariſh, and who had all along publickly 
declared for a Pound Rate) did not only re- 


fuſe to ſign, but to pay either of them: On 
which Account, Mr. D 


| cepted. ) 


About the a of December 1743. an- 


other quarterly Rate was made, viz. from 


Michaelmas to Chriſtmas ; ; but this was a 
double Rate, and ſigned by Mr, C—=nd—r 
himſelf, though he would not ſign, and had 
abſolutely refuſed to 7 either of the two 
former ſingle ones. This alarmed the In- 
habitants to a great Degree, and more eſpe- 


ONE 


, one of the 
Overſeers, marked him down with a Pencil 
in the Book of Rates, Won't pay. How- 
ever theſe two Rates being but ſingle ones 
were generally paid by the Inhabitants, 
(Mr. Coming and a yery few others ex- 
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cially as a double Rate ſhould be now made 
again, when it was notoriouſly known 


what great Sums lay uncollected for the 


Over: rate for 1742, as well as for 1741 and 
1740: And that not one of the Church- 


wardens, Overſeers, or Sideſmen for the- 


| Year 1742, had paſſed any of their Ac- 
counts, nor any Care had been taken by 


the Juſtices that they ſhould fo do; though 


the Law required it ſhould be done in four 
Days after they were out of their Offices, 
and which ſome of them were ready to 
have done, if they had been properly call- N 
ed thereto. | 


Several of the Inhabitants who had paid 
all the Over- rates before, and knowing that | 
many others, though of good Abilities, had . 
not paid the Over-rates for 1742, (nor even 
for 1741 or 1740) refuſed to pay this laſt 
quarterly double Rate, except others paid 
as well as themſelves. On which the two 
Juſtices, who had ſigned the Books of Rates, 


thought fit to ſign Warrants of Diſtreſs a- | 
gainſt __ Neighbours for this laft double 


1 Rate; ; 


£6] 


Rate ; although one of the ſaid Juſtices 
himſelf was in Arrears from Lady Day to 


Michaelmas 1743, and had abſolutely re- 
fuſed to pay the ſame. And the other was 
ſeveral Pounds in Arrears even for the ſingle 


Rates for 1742. 


In purſuance of theſe Warrants ſeveral ; 


Diſtreſſes were levied about the 28th of 
March 1744. On which one of Mr. 
C—nd—r's Neighbours went to him, and 
told him, that he thought it extremely 


hard, that a Diſtreſs ſhould be levied on 
him, who had never refuſed to pay any 


Rate before, and eſpecially as this was a 


double one, and when it was ſo well known 
what great Numbers of the Inhabitants had 


not as yet paid the Over-rate for 1742. To 
which Mr. C—nd—r replied, that he 
thought the Rates were indeed very partial, 
and unequal, and that he had always been 
for a Pound Rate himſelf: And that if an 


Appeal was made to the next Quarter Sef- 


ſions, he did not know but the Rate might 


be ſet aſide. 
| About 
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About March 3 1, 1744, the Quarterly 
Rate from Chriſtmas to Lady Day 1744, 
was confirmed by the two aforeſaid Juſtices, 
but this was a fingle one. On April the 
15th, ſeveral Summons's were iſſued to 


ſhew Cauſe on the 18th, why Diſtreſſes 
' ſhould not be levied for that Quarter, 


though in one of the Diſtricts not one of 
the Overſeers had ſo much as been in the 
Neighbourhood to demand it. On April 
the 18th ſeveral of the Inhabitants attended 


the Juſtices, and ſome of them gave No- 


tice in Writing of their Intentions to appeal. 
On April the 20th abundance of Diſtreſſes 

were actually levied ; though the Rate itſelf 
was confirmed but a few Days before. This 


was ſuch an haſty and arbitrary Proceeding, 
as is, I believe, without Precedent. 


The Diſtreſſes for both theſe ' Quarters 
were levied with the greateſt Violence, Op- 


preſſion, and Injuſtice, as perhaps were ever 


heard of before. The Officers being en- 


couraged by the Juſtices Warrants, and by 
the expreſs Order of one of them in parti- 


cular N 


[ 8] 
cular to ſpare nobody, (though bath the 
faid Juſtices were at the ſame time in Ar- 


rears to the Poor themſelves) came with 


their Attendants, to the Number of nine 
or ten of them in a Body, and entered 
the Houſes of the Inhabitants more like 
Coats and Pandours, than Chriſtians and 
Engliſhmen ; (nay the very Beadles them 
ſelves were not wanting in their Inſults;) 


and by the Rudeneſs of their Conduct 


ſpread Terror into Families wherever they 


came, and more eſpecially ſo, when none 
but Women and Children were at home. 


If the outer Door happened to be ſhut, 


or they could not find an eaſy Acceſs in- 


to the Houſe, they uſed Violence, either 
by breaking of Saſhes, and attempting to 


get in that way, or by taking out a Pane 
_ of Glas from the Window, and then open- 
ing the Caſement, and ſo getting in, and 
then unlocking the outer Door to let the 
reſt of their Comrades in too; or by getting 
over Walls and Fences backwards, and ſo 
entering the Houſes that way, as was done 
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at Mr. N 8 at 3 who was then 


72 1 33 X 


ſeers ſtruck her a dap in the Face, and 
another ſqueezed her Arm in that manner, 
that the Marks of both were | very viſible 
the next Day. 
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And as the Entries they mite i in : nl 


Places were boiſterous and illegal, ſo were 
the Diſtreſſes too, than which nothing could 
be more cruel: For inſtead of taking what 


they thought would leaſt oppreſs the In- 


© -_ 


4 them, even in their very Utenſils in Trade, 
. vix. 
From an Apothecary = took his large 
peſile and Mortar, though he had paid all 


thirteen Shillings. - 
From a Butcher, who likewiſe 1 


very ill, and on his Wife's only attempting 
to ſhut. the Parlour Door, one of the Over- 


] 1 habitants, they, generally ſpeaking, took 
what they thought would moſt injure 


0 the Over-rates before, and what they de- 
manded for this laſt double. Rate was but | 


4 Cook's Shop, they took away his two 
1 Clevers which coſt twenty two Shillings; y 
. -C: | and 


F © 


add then pulled down his iron Racks on 


which he roaſted his Meat, though they 
were ſtrongly fixed to the Wall, and weigh- 
ed above eighty Pound, and carried them 


off, though the double Rate they demand- 


ed was but nine Shillings and nine Pence, 
and they might have had other Goods it 
they pleaſed. 

From a poor Man, not worth ten 


Pound in the World, whom they had 
the Conſcience to Rate at fixteen Pence 5 


per Week to the ſtanding Rate, though 
Mr. C-—<nd—=7 himſelf paid but nine 


Pence, and not one of themſelves paid 


above three Pence, four Pence half-pen- 
ny, or fix Pence at the moſt, they 
not only took away his Pots in which 
he dreſſed his Meat, and other uſeful 


Things, but with Inſtruments pulled down 


his Grate which was fixed to the Wall, 


having firſt taken the Fire out of it them 
ſelves; although they might have taken o- 
ther Things in the room thereof. And al- 


though the Man . begged that they 


would 


11 1 


would not pull down his Grate, and would: 
give him but an Hour or two's Time to 
| borrow the Money that he might pay 


them; yet no Intreaties could prevail : 
Away they carried his Goods, nay even 


| ſome Things too, that were not included in 
the Inventory they left. 


To enumerate the various Cruelties they | 
have been guilty of would be endleſs. 
When they had levied their Diſtrefles 


in this rude and unwarrantable Manner, 


againſt whom they thought fit, and had 


filled the Workhouſe with Goods, eſpe- 
_ cially with Kitchen Furniture: Behold the 


Manner in which they pretended to make 


Sale of them! On Saturday, April the 


28th, (though the Overſeers had been out of 
their Office ever ſince the 23d) the common 
Crier went about the Pariſh and cried theſe 


Goods to be ſold at Auction on Monday 


the zoth, at the Workhouſe, which was 
without Precedent; and bad a particular 
Direction given him to cry them at the 


Doors of thoſe they had ſo outragiouſly 


C2 * 3 
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abuſed ; and in particular, having taken a 
Piece of Plate from a Perſon who had ne- 
ver refuſed the Payment of any Rate be- 


fore, it was, by Order, cried with a par- 
ticular Deſcription of it, not only at. his 


own Door, but all over the Pariſh, on 


purpoſe to inſult and abuſe him: And 
even this was a conſiderable Time after he 


had given the Juſtices and them public 


. Notice, in Writing, of his Appeal. 


Two Perſons were appointed to ap- 


praiſe theſe Goods who lived out of the 


Pariſh, and this under a Pretence of Im- 


partiality; though it is notoriouſly known 
that they were not appraiſed to near their 
Value. On Monday, April the 3oth, the 
| Goods were pretended to be diſpoſed of ; 
great Quantities of which were bought in 


fictitious Names, and in particular for one 
of the Overſeers who is a Broker, and af- 
terwards were carried to his own Shop, and 
diſpoſed of to great Advantage to himſelf, 


though to the great Prejudice of thoſe from 


whom they were taken, The two Clevers 


and- 


28 
e 


N 
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and iron Ranges that were taken from the 


Butcher, and coſt at leaſt fifty Shillings at 


firſt, were appraiſed, and ſold to one of 


the Overſeers but at about fix Shillings ; 


and fo did this Man, in Proportion, buy 
great Quantities of other Goods, being him 
ſelf the moſt buſy in levying the Diſtreſ- 
ſes of any amongſt the Overſeers: And 
although the ſaid Butcher afterwards gave 
the faid Overſeer eleven Shillings for the 


' Goods again, which was more than his 


Rate came to; yet hath he Credit in the 


Pariſh Books but for fix Shillings : And 


now ſtands - Debtor to the ſaid Rate in 


- three Shillings and nine Pence! The O- 
verſeer having put the reſt into his own 


Pocket! The Piece of Plate beforemen- 
tioned was appraiſed but at five Shillings 
per Ounce, when any Goldſmith or Re- 
finer would not have offered leſs than five 
Shillings and ſeven Pence Halfpenny for it. 
In ſhort, this pretended Sale hath been 


conducted in ſuch an oppreſſive Manner as 


to e the ſtricteſt * to be made 
. 5 - mito. 


fe 


- {x6} 


into it, eſpecially by thoſe whoſe Goods 


were ſaid to be ſold thereat, 85 
When the Officers acted in this 4 
Manner, they boaſted they had the Pariſh 
Money in their Hands to defend them, and 
would keep it for that Purpoſe, and ſeem- 


ingly bid Defiance to any Body to attack 


them : But the Accounts being now, 
by Order, taken, and their Balances: to 


be transferred into proper Hands, the 


Scene as to the Public Money to defend 

them may be at an End, notwithſtanding 
all their arbitrary and inſignificant Or- 
ders of Veſtry to ſupport them. 


According to the Notice given on the 


2oth of April, by ſeveral of the Inhabi- 
tants, that they did intend to appeal a- 


gainſt the two aforeſaid Rates; an Appeal 
was tendered and read at Hichs's Hall, on 
May the 8th, which was the firſt Day of 


the adjourned Seſſions. There were then 
ſix Juſtices on the Bench, of which Mr, 
C—2xd—# was one: According to the 


Rules of the Court, and 4 Law, and E- 
quity, 
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quity, Mr. Condor, who had not only 
ſigned thoſe two Rates that were appealed | 
apainſt, but had likewiſe ſigned all the 
Warrants of Diſtreſs, ought in Juſtice and 
Decency to have retired, and not made 
himſelf both a Party and a Judge : But in- 


ſtead of retiring, he buſily and unwar- 


rantably prefided in the Chair, and acted 
in that Manner, that the Appeal was re- 
jected, and only for this Reaſon, (if his Af. 


fidavit in the Court of King's Bench can be 


relied on) becauſe the Appeal was not pre- 
ſented in due Time. A Pretence that had 


- hot the leaſt Shadow of Law, or Reaſon 


to ſupport it; for it is moſt notorious that 
it was lodged in every Inſtance as the Law 
directed: And it was afterwards unanimouſ- 


ly fo adjudged by all the Judges that fat on 


the King's Bench. Hereupon the Appellants 


were reduced to this Dilemma, either to fit 
down quietly under ſuch a flat Denial of 


Juſtice, or to apply at a great Expence to 
the Court of King's Bench for a Manda- | 
mus to compel the Juſtices to hear the Me- 


rits 


[ 16 ] 


rits of the faid Appeal. The Appellants 
made Choice of the latter, and on a full 
hearing the Court ordered a Mandamus N 


againſt them. 


In Purſuance of which the Mandamus 


was brought down, and the Appeal pre- 
ſented at the Quarter Seſſions at Hicks's 
Hall, on Tueſday the 26th of June. It 
was received, and ordered to be heard on 
the 28th. Although the Time was ſome- 


what ſhorter than uſual for the Examina- 
tion of Books, and preparing Briefs, &c. 


yet the Appellants were ready at the Time 


appointed. The Cauſe came on, and when 


the. Appellants had good Reaſon to think, 
by the Meaſures they had taken, that they 
were ſo cloſe in Purſuit of Juſtice, that they 
could not fail to overtake her: How flip- 
pery were the Paths that ſhould have led 
unto her! Not ariſing from any juſt or real 


Defence that the Defendants could have 
made; but being wretchedly betrayed by 


the Man on whom the Appellants chiefly 
relied. When their Briefs were ſo full, 
their 


1 


could have been heard out) as to have 
ſhewn the great Injuſtice, and glaring In- 
equalities of the Rates beyond the Poſſibi- 


liity of a Reply: How ſhort, how ſur- 


; wel Eudenes ſo clear * expreſs (if theß 


prizingly were / they ſtopped, when no 
more than one of their Witneſſes had been 


examined ? One of the Appellants Counſel, 


> whom they had retained from the Begin- 


ring, and who' had behaved in the Court 
of King's Bench with a juſt Warmth be- 


coming his Station, and the Equity of the 


Cauſe, after he had examined but one Wit- 


neſs, inſtead of going on to examine the 


others as it was expected he would have 


done, at once moſt abruptly, and unworthi- 
ly propoſed an Accommodation, without 
the leaſt previous Knowledge or Conſent 


of either of the Appellants. This was both 


amazing and ſhocking ; but the Alarm was 
inſtantly taken, and in ſuch a Manner as 
tit was plain to every one that the Scheme 


had been concerted before : And though 
it was defired, and inſiſted on by one of 


pe 


Þ - the 


* 2 . : * 3 * 
. 4 l A 
— 


the Appellants that was neareſt to him, 


that he would proceed to examine the 
Witneſſes; yet how ungenerouſly did he 


behave, as it were by throwing up his 


Brief, and as good as telling the Appel- 


lants at once, that if you will not ſubmit 
to what I propoſe (for I am in haſte) 1 


won t plead ? Indeed the Appellants other 
Counſel, who had his Brief but a few 
Hours before, offered to proceed, if the 
Appellants inſiſted it ſhould be fo, which 


one of them that was neareſt to him abſo- 
lutely did: But the unaccountable Behavi- 
our of the other, and the great Diſorder he 
ſeemed to be in, and the Clamour ariſing 


in the Court for an Accommodation, ren- 
dered it almoſt impracticable to have pro- 
ceeded in that calm and decent Manner as 
the Caſe really required: So that the Ap- 
pellants being as it were forced to the Ne- 


ceſſity of accepting of an Accommodation, 


or, as they apprehended, to have had one of 
their own Counſel rather againſt them than 


for them : It was at laſt agreed, but ex- 
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ceedingly againſt the Will of the Appellants; 


miſſed : But on theſe Conditions, That the 
Accounts of the Pariſh which had lain a 


142 and 1743 be ſettled by fix Juſtices of 
that this ſhould be done before any other new 
Pound Rate for the Relief of the Poor 


being had to perſonal Eſtates likewiſe: 


And this was ' ſolemnly ordered, and re- 
commended by the Court, to preſerve the 


Peace and 3 of the 1 for the 
1 Rees” 19107 s 26% 


Conduct had been ſo notorious, got rid of 
dhe Dread that attended them in having the 
Rates quaſhed, which on a fair and impar- 


done; but they returned to their old Game 


any Meeting at all to inſpect and ſettle their 


n * | D - | Accounts, : 


ts ag» 
. 


that the Petition and Appeal ſhould be diſ- 


1 long Time unadjuſted, ſhould for the Y ears 
the Peace who lived out of the Pariſh; and 
Rate ſhould be made. And moreover thata ? 


ſhould be made for the future, reſpect 


But no ſooner were the Officers who& 4 


tial Hearing would aſſuredly have been 


again: For before the juſtioes could have 


* 
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[ 20] 
Accounts, Notice was given in the Church, 
that on Thurſday the 5th of July a Veſtry © | 
would be held to conſult about the Poor's 
Rates. Now what could be rationally ex= 
pected from this Notice, but to conſult in 
what Shape the Pound Rate, ordered by the f 
Court, ſhould be made? That is, either by 4 3 
the Land Tax, or Scavenger's Books, or 
by the real Rents of the Houſes. If the 
| laſt had been purſued, which would cer- 
tainly have been the moſt equitable, it 
would have taken up ſome Time to haye 
adjuſted it: And what Interval more proper 
for Enquiry, than during the Time that the _ 
Books of the Pariſh were ſettling ? But in- 
' ſtead of this, there was a mighty Poſſe © 
brought on purpoſe to vote againſt the 
Pound Rate itſelf; and thereby to fly in the 
Faces of the greateſt Number of Juſtices 
of the Peace as perhaps ever fat on the 
Bench on the like Occaſion : And inſtead 
of quieting the Diſputes in the Pariſh, ſo 
cordially recommended from the Chair, ef- b 
fectuall , to raiſe the greater Diſturbances 9 
amon auge 'J 
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Matter to get any of the Juſtices of the 


-toriouſly diſregarded and infulted. 


1 11 


| ang them. But a Pound Rate they 
would not have, and ſo they voted it, and 


gloried as much in their Numbers as if 
they had obtained a ſignal Victory; which 
if they would but ſeriouſly and impartially; 


conſider, they would find it was only a 
| Conqueſt over common Senſe, Juſtice, and 
good Manners ; ; and that in the End they 
never will be able to make their partial, 


diſcretionary Rates again, however ſupport- 


d by ſelf. intereſted Numbers ; but if they 


ſhould attempt it, they will find it no eaſy 


Peace to fign them; but if through the 


private Intereſt or Inadvertency of any, thex 
ſhould, they may be aſſured they will be | 
appealed againſt again, in much greater 
Numbers than hitherto they have been: 
And it cannot be imagined that the Juſti- | 


ces of the Peace on the Bench. will tamely 


ſuffer their own Orders and Recommen- 


dations ſo publickly paſſed, to be thus no- 
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The Accounts relating to the Poor, for 
1742 and 1743 having been- now exa- 
mined by the Juſtices, it appears, that 
had any Care been taken to have had 
them adjuſted in due Time 3 and had the 
Juſtices who ſigned the Over-rates ſeen that 
they had been made in a legal Way, and 
the Officers done their Duty in collecting 
them, that inſtead of having a double Rate 
made for the Quarter from = Michaelmas 
to Chriſtmas laſt, the ſingle Rates them- 
ſelves might have been conſiderably re- 
duced; for there is now in the Hands 
of the late Officers about three hundred 
and fifty Pound in Caſh, a great Part of ß 
which is in the Hands of the late Church- I» 
warden for the Year 1742. And there are 
moreover very large Sums of Money ftill 
1 uncollected, and eſpecially. on the Ovei- 
tates for 1742, there being in one of the 
Divifions alone upwards of one hundred 
Pound on that Account uncollected, beſides 
what is fa in the other Diviſions too; as 
well for the fingle Rates throughout the 
| | whole 
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whole Pariſh z all 1 4 Sums put 8 
are ſo very conſiderable as may be ſufficient 
to maintain the Poor for at leaſt fix Months 
to come, if not much longer, eſpecially if 
the Accounts for 1740 and 1741 were to be 
examined into in. the fame Manner as thoſe 
for 1742 and 1743 have been, As to the 
Accounts for the Year 1741, in which 
there was an Over-rate for the whole Year, 
they are not as yet ſigned by the Juſtices ;. 
indeed one of them, (Mr. S——2) hath 
been ſo good as to caſt up the Church- 
þ _ wardens Book for that Year, and atteſted 
tit under his own Hand, that it is caſt up 
right: But as to the Merits of the Account 
itſelf he hath not been pleaſed to atteſt any | 
thing, neither hath any other Juſtice thought 

fit to ſign it in any Shape whatever, ſo 
that this as well as ſome other Accounts 
may be Matter for a future Enquiry. |. 
As the Appellants have been charged 
with raiſing Heats and Diſturbances in the 
Pariſh, and have been inſulted thereon:; 
it is a Debt of Jaſtice they owe to them- 


ſelves, 


241 


A es, to ſet this Affair in a true Light, 
that thereby the World may be convinced 


whether they have deſerved Reproach or 


Commendation herein. 


It cannot be denied, but that it was 


high Time to have the Churchwardens and 
Overſeers Accounts ſettled, which had lain fo 
long moſt ſcandalouſly neglected; and which 


might have been much longer ſo, and ſtill : 


grown worſe and worſe, if this ſeaſonable 
Appeal had not procured the immediate 
Settlement of them ; and the Pariſh Mo- 
ney reſting in their Hands ordered to be 
paid in to the preſent Churchwardens; from 
which many Advantages will flow to the 
preſent, as well as future Inhabitants. 
Tt cannot be denied by any judicious and 
impartial Perſon whatever, but that a Pound 
| Rate is much more juſt and equitable 
than what is commonly called a diſcretion- 
ary one ; and that it is liable to fewer Ex- 
ceptions. The popular Plea, that in ſo large 
a Pariſh as this is, a Pound Rate, with 
ſome reſpect had to perſonal Eſtates likewiſe, 
cannot 


„ 


| 3 be well made, is fully anſwer d by the 


Practice of the neighbouring great Pariſhes 
around us, viz. thoſe of St. Giles, Cripple- 
Gate, Clerkenwell, and St. Luke's, who have | 
all of them had their diſcretionary Rates for- 


merly : But Time and Experience haue 


taught them to have Recourſe to Pound 
Rates now: And if theſe populous Pariſhes 


make them, why cannot SHarediteh Pariſn do 


ſo too? And if any Perſon hath a Mind to ſee 


in what Manner thoſe Rates are made in St. 


Luke's, which is a much larger Pariſh than 


this, both in reſpect to Houſes and Inhabi- 


tants too, he may peruſe the Books of Mr. 
Pelah, when he was one of the Overſcers 


there, which are very correct, and wor- 
thy of Imitation. And as ſo great a Num- 
ber of Juſtices on the Bench (with the 
7 particular Sanction of Mr. C—nd—-y alſo) 


have thought fit to order a Pound Rute in 
this Pariſh, for the future, Reſpect being 
had to the perſonal Eſtates likewiſe, and 
this by Way of Compromiſe too, it cannot 


but be truly acceptable to a great Number 


. e 


025 J 


of the 5 who had ſo long defired, 
| but not been able to obtain it, till this Ap- 
peal ſo ſolemnly procured it for them. 
It cannot be denied, but the late Over- 
rates have been exceſſively burthenſom to 
the Pariſhioners, and created great Differ- 
ences amongſt them, which it is hoped this 
Appeal will prevent for the future: For had 


not the Officers been obliged to have ſettled 


their Accounts, and pay their Balances, they 
might have ſtill went on making theſe O- 


ver- rates; though there had been no more 


Occaſion for them, than there was for that 


which was appealed againſt, from Micbael. 


mas to Chriſtmas laſt. | 
It cannot be denied, but the late Officers 


committed many great Exceſſes in the Di- 


ſtreſſes they made on many of the Inhabitants: 
And as this Appeal has ſhewn the Notori- 


ety of the Facts in ſo publick a Manner, it 
is hoped it will prevent the Cruelty of them 


for the future; for if this Appeal had not 
been lodged, and the diſcretionary Rates 
had went on, and the Juſtices had been ſo 

a | haſty 


1 


haſty in granting their Warrants as they ; 
did for the laſt Quarter, and no Care had 
been taken to have brought any of the Of- 


ficers to account, who could have been ea- 
ſy in their Houſes from the vexatious Di- 


ſtreſſes that might have been made, eſpe- 
cially when they had ſuch lde Examples 
before them? 

And has not this Appeal, by -blicins the 
Officers to bring their Books into the Court, 


| occaſioned the Payment of ſeveral Sums of 
Money to the Uſe of the Pariſh, which o- 


therwiſe might not have been paid? For 
however ſome People may be eaſy in being 
privately marked, if they can but ſave their 
Money; yet they may not care to be pub 
lickly ſo. 1 

And is there not this farther Aire 


by the Appeal ? That now the Accounts 
are looked into, it is faid, that inſtead of 


loading the Pariſhioners with Over-rates. for 
the future, it is propoſed to lower the ſin- 
gle Rates themfelves no leſs than one fourth; 


10 that it is hoped, that the Pound Rate, 
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if firdy afteftd on Honfes and Lands, wil 


be very eaſy : It having been already agreed : 


that the Scavengers Rate ſhall be lowered 


from five Pence to four Pence i in the Pound 
this Year. 
Moreover, if it chould ſo happen, 43 


there ſhould be Occaſion for any of the 


Pariſhioners, who may think themſelves 
aggrieved, to appeal hereafter; they may 


hope to be heard without being under the 


Neceflity of applying at a great Expence to 
the Court of King's Bench for a Mandamus. 
This Appeal has ſhewn, that they have a 
Right to be heard: And that their Ap- 
peals are not to be AP e with- 
out Cauſe. 25 

And laſtly may not this 8 be the 
Occaſion of having other Accounts which 
have lain ſome Years unſettled, as well as 
thoſe of the Poor, to be adjuſted : And 
may it not be the Occafion in bringing ſome 
Matters to Light, where the Pariſh may 
have been injuriouſly treated? | 


— n 
— CIO ana 


The Conduct of two of the Scavengers, 


in one of the Diviſions, for the laſt Year, 
4 is very ys and ſeems to call for 5 
42 publick Enquiry. 


If theſe Things, or indeed any uf them, 


I are Advantages to the Pariſh reſulting from, 1 
3 or occaſioned by the late Appeal, and the 
- 7 Fads beforementioned be true, as it is in- 
1 7 ſiſted on they are, it will be no difficult 


Matter to determine whether the Appel - 
lants have deſerved well of the Pariſh in gene- 


ö | | cal or not: Nor towhom the Name of Re- 
F fractory Perſons ought to be properly applied. 


The Offices in ſuch a large Pariſh as this 
are certainly very troubleſom: And it is 


6 4 no good Sign when Intereſt f is Dads to ob- 
1 | fain them 


That the Pariſh bath | not been under 


3 the beſt Oeconomy of late, and that 
Rh La Intereſt hath been too much pur- 


ſued, is but too evident: But it is not 


4 bey intended to reflect on all thoſe Who 
have born Offices therein; for it is not 
Y doubted but there have been "ſome worthy 


Men 
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Men amongſt them, as well as ſome 


worthp: But it is the great Misfortune of 


the Pariſh that the Veſtries are ſo ill attend. 
ed as they are; for if Gentlemen would 
but agree to attend them themſelves, the 
Caſe might be extremely altered for the bet- 


ter ; then would they ſee how the Rates 


were made, and if the Money ariſing from 


thence, as well as from the Rent Rolls and 
Donations, &c. was properly applied or not; 
and what was begome of the publick Writ- 
ings of the Pariſh, which are ſo eſſentially 


neceſſary to be had. 
In ſhort; if the Peace and Quiet of 


the Pariſh is to be henceforth preſerved, it 


is by acting agreeable to the Directions 
of the Court by making a Pound Rate 
for the future: But if any Perſons ra- 
ther chuſe to prefer their Reſentments or 
private Intereſts before that of the Pub- 
lick, and to fly in the Face of the Court 
by oppoſing it, they will certainly raiſe 
thereby the Heats and Animoſities amongſt 
the Inhabitants, to a much greater De- 

ens 2 " od 
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geree than they have hitherto been; which 
it is hoped may not be the unhappy Caſe, 
by thoſe who wiſh well to the Pariſh in 
* general, though they have, in this Affair, 
been very much miſrepreſented, and ill 
treated by ſome Perſons therein: But this 
was no more than what was to be expected: 
For whoever goes about to ſtem the Torrent 
of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion in a Pariſh; 
rivetted as it were by Time, and by Num- 

bers, ought not only to be prepared to 
meet with Affronts and Menaces from thoſe 
whoſe Intereſts or Reputations may ſuffer 
by the Enquiry, but to deſpiſe them too; 
and they ſhould . moreover be determined 
' beforehand to go through the Undertak- 
ing with Reſolution, whatever Dithculties 
may be PRI thrown in the Ds to 
deter them. 
* Perſeverance hath obtained ſome defirable 
9 Things for the Good of the Pariſhioners 
1 already, and is ſtill capable of procuring ma- 
ny more, if the leaſt Spirit of Unanimity 
does but exert itſelf amongſt them. 5 | 


When 
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When the ſtubborn Diſcaſes of a Pariſh 
require a Cure, it ſhould be 'the hearty 


Concurrence of many to effect it: And in 
ſuch a Caſe, the Proverb of, What is every 
Bodys Bujineſs, is no Dry —_— _—_ | 


to be inverted, 


It is now in the Power of the preſent 


Churchwardens to be very uſeful to the Pa- 


tiſh, if they pleaſe. The late Appeal has 
opened the Way by getting the Accounts 
of the Poor ſettled for 1742 and 174.3, but 
| there fill remains Matter in Plenty to be 
done. The Rates to the Poor for 174 1 a- 
mounted to at leaſt two thouſand Pound, 
which Accounts are not as yet. ſettled, 
though Mr. C—nd—r was pleaſed to af- 
firm on the Bench, that they were, and the 


Veſtry Clerk had from Time to Time aſ- 
ſerted the ſame: Theſe Accounts as well ag 


the Accounts for the Sums uncollected for 
1740 may not be unworthy of Notice. 


The Balances ſtill laying in ſome of the 


Scavengers. Hands for ſome Years laſt paſt 


call for Inſpection ; z and 1 the Accounts of 
Es 4 . ſome 
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| Gree of thoſe for the laſt Year in 4 particu. 
lar Manner ought to be looked into, eſpe- 
5 q | cull as one of the Rakers is about proſe- 
2 cuting the Scavengers for the Non-payment 
8 of what is due to him; and the other has 
| 4 ſeverely complained, and not without Cauſe. 
If a Committee was choſen out of each of 
4 the three Diviſions of thoſe who had no 
4 # private Intereſt to ſerve, or any other Ends 

to gratify, but what are conducive to the 
J E Benefit of the Pariſh, to inſpect the Ac 


1 Land to make a n thereof to the Veſtry, | 
it could not but be very ſatisfactory to the 
Inhabitants in general; for as this ſalutary 
Work is now begun, it is Pity but that it 
3 I | ould be fully completed ; and this might 

prevent an Application to the Court for the _ 
© future ; which otherwiſe may be unayoid- 
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